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One Joyful Choir Sings to Raise Funds for Haiti
500 singers from 60 churches perform at Kimmel Center November 13. 
PHILADELPHIA, November 1, 2010 – More than 500 singers from Philadelphia area churches are working together to raise funds for Hôpital St. Croix in Léogâne, Haiti.  The hospital was heavily damaged by the January 2010 earthquake.  With the recent devastating cholera outbreak in Haiti, the hospital is of even greater importance to the health and well-being of Haitian residents.  Spread through contaminated water, the cholera outbreak could easily reach epidemic proportions, according to world health officials.  Haitians are clearly in desperate need of financial assistance from around the world.    

To aid in this effort, One Joyful Choir presents “Hallelujahs for Haiti” at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, November 13, 2010, in Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center.  

One Joyful Choir (OJC) is a unique way of raising a significant amount of funds for this cause, and choir members are excited to be contributing in a meaningful way to assist those in need.  In 2007, the inaugural performance of OJC netted more than $40,000 for Philadelphia area missions.  Following the success of that performance, the choir has grown, and members are eagerly anticipating another sell-out event.  
The choir will be directed by Dr. Pearl Shangkuan, professor of music at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich.  Dr. Shangkuan is currently the director of the Calvin Alumni Choir and the Women’s Chorale, and the Grammy-nominated Grand Rapids Symphony.  She earned her bachelor of music degree in church music and master of music degree in choral conducting from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, N.J.  She received a doctor of musical arts in choral conducting from Rutgers University in New Brunswick, N.J.  She has given workshops and led performances in the United States, Asia, Australia, and Canada.
Renowned composer John Ferguson has been commissioned to write an anthem specifically for this event and will accompany the piece, as well as another he has written that is included in the repertoire.  Dr. Ferguson is nationally recognized for his ability to lead congregational song and is widely respected as a composer, teacher, and performer.  He directs the church music-organ program, teaches organ, and conducts the St. Olaf Cantorei.  Ferguson earned his bachelor of music degree from Oberlin College, in Oberlin, Ohio, a master of music degree from Kent State University, in Kent, Ohio, and a doctoral of musical arts degree from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y.  Before joining the St. Olaf faculty in 1983, he served as music director and organist of the Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  Previously, he was on the music faculty at Kent State University.

Dr. Martin Marty, well-known and highly respected theologian has written the liturgy for One Joyful Choir and will read it at the afternoon presentation.  Marty, who has authored more than 50 books, has taught in the divinity school, the department of history, and served on the Committee on the History of Culture at the University of Chicago.  Marty is an ordained minister and served for a decade in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America before joining the University of Chicago faculty in 1963.  The recipient of numerous awards and honors, he is currently the George B. Caldwell Senior Scholar in Residence of the Park Ridge Center for the Study of Health, Faith, and Ethics in Park Ridge, Ill.

For more information about One Joyful Choir’s “Hallelujahs for Haiti” concert, please visit www.onejoyfulchoir.org. Tickets are available from the Kimmel Center Box Office.  Visit www.kimmelcenter.org for ticket information.  
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