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More than 500 Joyful Choir Choristers Support Cause Through Song
“Hallelujahs for Haiti” raises money for Hôpital St. Croix in Haiti. 

PHILADELPHIA, October 7, 2010 – Nearly nine months after the disastrous earthquake shook the country of Haiti, an estimated 3 million people affected by the natural disaster still need assistance.  While international support was overwhelming during the first few months after the disaster, attention paid to Haiti and all those still suffering the effects has dwindled significantly.  The Presbytery of Philadelphia and more than 500 choristers are volunteering to bring the plight of millions to the forefront once again.

The January 12, 2010, earthquake in Haiti was a magnitude 7.0 earthquake, with an epicentre near the town of Léogâne.  The Haitian government reported that approximately 230,000 people had died, 300,000 had been injured, and a staggering 1 million people were left homeless.  It was also estimated that 250,000 residences and 30,000 commercial buildings had collapsed or were severely damaged.  One of those buildings was Hôpital St. Croix in Léogâne.  The hospital and associated nursing school were severely damaged, and are in the re-building stage.  Although the hospital reopened on September 1, 2010, much of the property is still unsafe for use.  The restoration project has begun and a temporary tent hospital currently exists.  

One Joyful Choir (OJC), a celebration of choral music, returns to the Kimmel Center on Saturday, November 13, 2010, with “Hallelujahs for Haiti.”  The first OJC event was held in November of 2007 and raised more than $40,000 for projects in the greater Philadelphia region.  This second OJC concert, “Hallelujahs for Haiti,” will be the largest choir to ever perform on the Kimmel Center’s stage and proceeds from the performance will benefit Haitian Earthquake Relief.  The singers will be accompanied by brass, organ, piano and percussion.


The benefit concert features uplifting music directed by Dr. Pearl Shangkuan, professor of music at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich. Dr. Shangkuan is currently the director of the Calvin Alumni Choir and The Women’s Chorale, and the Grammy-nominated Grand Rapids Symphony.  She earned her bachelor of music degree in church music and master of music degree in choral conducting from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, N.J.  She received a doctor of musical arts in choral conducting from Rutgers University in New Brunswick, N.J.  She has given workshops and led performances in the United States, Asia, Australia, and Canada.

Renowned composer John Ferguson has been commissioned to write an anthem specifically for this event and will accompany the piece, as well as another he has written that is included in the repertoire.  Dr. Ferguson is nationally recognized for his ability to lead congregational song and is widely respected as a composer, teacher, and performer.  He directs the church music-organ program, teaches organ, and conducts the St. Olaf Cantorei.  Ferguson earned his bachelor of music degree from Oberlin College, in Oberlin, Ohio, a master of music degree from Kent State University, in Kent, Ohio, and a doctoral of musical arts degree from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y.  Before joining the St. Olaf faculty in 1983, he served as music director and organist of the Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  Previously, he was on the music faculty at Kent State University.

Dr. Martin Marty, well-known and highly respected theologian has written the liturgy for One Joyful Choir and will read it at the afternoon presentation.  Marty, who has authored more than 50 books, has taught in the divinity school, the department of history, and served on the Committee on the History of Culture at the University of Chicago.  Marty is an ordained minister and served for a decade in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America before joining the University of Chicago faculty in 1963.  The recipient of numerous awards and honors, he is currently the George B. Caldwell Senior Scholar in Residence of the Park Ridge Center for the Study of Health, Faith, and Ethics in Park Ridge, Ill.

For more information about One Joyful Choir’s “Hallelujahs for Haiti” concert, please visit www.onejoyfulchoir.org. Tickets are available from the Kimmel Center Box Office for $35 and $55.  Visit www.kimmelcenter.org for ticket information.  
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