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Choristers from 60 Churches Join Together for One Joyful Choir 2010
All volunteer event features more than 500 voices.
PHILADELPHIA – August 18, 2010 – One Joyful Choir 2010, a celebration of sacred music featuring more than 530 choristers from 60 Philadelphia-area Presbyterian USA Churches, will be presented at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 13, at the Kimmel Center.  The choir will perform under the direction of Dr. Pearl Shangkuan, professor of music at Calvin College in

Grand Rapids, Mich.
One Joyful Choir made its debut in 2007 and was met with such overwhelming response from the Philadelphia-area community that organizers immediately planned an “encore” performance for 2010.  This year’s concert will also feature an anthem commissioned by composer Dr. John Ferguson, the Elliot & Klara Stockdal Johnson Professor of Organ and Church Music Minister of Music to the Student Congregation of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn.  Renowned theologian Dr. Martin E. Marty is liturgist for the event.  Marty is the Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of the History of Modern Christianity in the Divinity School at the University of Chicago.
Proceeds from ticket sales for this year’s performance will benefit Hôpital Sainte Croix in Léogâne, Haiti.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has been a supporter of the hospital for several years.  Following the Haitian earthquake in January 2010, agency officials strengthened disaster relief efforts to the hospital and affiliated nursing school, both of which were heavily damaged in the disaster and continue to face an increased financial need.
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The 2010 choir began rehearsing in June under the expert leadership of Dr. Jeffrey Fowler, director of music at Wayne Presbyterian Church in Wayne, Pa.  The event is staffed and organized solely by volunteers from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, the oldest presbytery in the United States.  More than 800 singers have been associated with One Joyful Choir since 2007.  The event is known to provide a challenging repertoire for participants who enjoy the opportunity to meet and work with fellow choristers from churches throughout the region.
“One Joyful Choir provides a wonderful opportunity for singers to come together in support of a common goal and mission,” says Fowler.  “Many volunteers have been working behind the scenes since our last concert in 2007 to ensure that this year’s performance will again be an enjoyable experience for both our choristers and the audience.”

Fowler also notes that choir members benefit from the expertise of the renowned composers and directors that work with One Joyful Choir.  
Dr. Shangkuan is currently the director of the Calvin Alumni Choir and The Women’s Chorale, and the Grammy-nominated Grand Rapids Symphony.  She earned her bachelor of music degree in church music and master of music degree in choral conducting from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, N.J.  She received a doctor of musical arts in choral conducting from Rutgers University in New Brunswick, N.J.  She has given workshops and led performances in the United States, Asia, Australia, and Canada.

Dr. Ferguson is nationally recognized for his ability to lead congregational song and is widely respected as a composer, teacher, and performer.  He directs the church music-organ program, teaches organ, and conducts the St. Olaf Cantorei.  Ferguson earned his bachelor of music degree from Oberlin College, in Oberlin, Ohio, a master of music degree from Kent State University, in Kent, Ohio, and a doctoral of musical arts degree from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y.  Before joining the St. Olaf faculty in 1983, he served as music director and organist of the Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  Previously, he was on the music faculty at Kent State University.
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Dr. Marty, who has authored more than 50 books, has taught in the divinity school, the department of history, and served on the Committee on the History of Culture at the University of Chicago.  Marty is an ordained minister and served for a decade in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America before joining the University of Chicago faculty in 1963.  The recipient of numerous awards and honors, he is currently the George B. Caldwell Senior Scholar in Residence of the Park Ridge Center for the Study of Health, Faith, and Ethics in Park Ridge, Ill.
Tickets for One Joyful Choir are $35 and $55 and will be available at the Kimmel Center box office after September 15.  Since the 2007 One Joyful Choir performance was a sold out event, organizers recommend purchasing tickets early. For tickets, visit www.kimmelcenter.org.  For more information, please call 215.348.3890.
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