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FACT SHEET

November 13, 2010

WHAT:
One Joyful Choir is a Presbytery of Philadelphia worshipful concert that takes place in Verizon Hall of the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia.  The November 13, 2010, event will be the second One Joyful Choir performance, following a sold-out concert in November 2007.  More than 450 singers gave their vocal gifts to the 2007 performance.  We expect more than 500 singers to participate in this year’s event.  

WHO:
One Joyful Choir is comprised of choristers from The Presbytery of Philadelphia’s 135 churches with 40,000 members.  The choir is entirely amateur volunteer singers who regularly participate in the choirs of these churches, along with some of the churches’ music directors and clergy.  The event also has the benefit of many, many other volunteers who help in areas of organization, fund-raising, communication, finance, and logistics.  

The choir will be conducted by Dr. Pearl Shangkuan of Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and accompanied by the Fred J. Cooper Memorial Dobson Organ in Verizon Hall, the largest concert hall organ in the world, and by brass, piano, and percussion.  Andrew Senn, organist at The First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, will play the organ.  

Composer John Ferguson of St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota, has been commissioned to compose an anthem for this event based on the hymn, “O That I Had a Thousand Voices.”       Dr. Ferguson will be present at the event and will accompany the choir for his own works.


Singers rehearse through the summer and fall of 2010.

WHERE:
The Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts
260 South Broad Street
Philadelphia
WHEN:

2:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 13, 2010
WHY:
Organized as a “missional presbytery,” the presbytery is encouraging all churches and members to work together, sharing gifts and resources.  This exciting event offers the opportunity to have fun, get to know one another better, and celebrate the gift of music God has given us.  It is also a great opportunity to raise funds for mission.  In 2007, more than $40,000 was given to local mission projects.  Funds raised in 2010 will be given to Haitian Earthquake Relief through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, designated to support Hôpital Sainte Croix in Léogâne, Haiti.
HOW:
Tickets will be on sale through the Kimmel Center – www.kimmelcenter.org.
Call 215.348.3890 or e-mail linda@onejoyfulchoir.org for more information.
No matter the ministry, we’re all in God’s choir.
