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March 19, 2010

Dear Friends, 

It is with great excitement and anticipation that we send all ministers and music directors of churches in The Presbytery of Philadelphia this packet of information.  We’re happy to announce the next assembly of One Joyful Choir!

The concert will take place on Saturday, November 13, 2010, at 2:30 p.m. in Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center, Philadelphia.  For those of you who participated in or attended the first One Joyful Choir in November 2007, I’m confident you remember what a wonderful experience it was for all involved. 

The goals of One Joyful Choir are to help unite people from the churches in our presbytery by participating in a major event where we get to know one another better, and raise money for a mission project.  We were able to give $40,000 to four ministries of our presbytery as a result of One Joyful Choir in 2007.  This year the proceeds from the concert will go to a long supported project of PCUSA, the Hopital St. Croix in Léogâne, Haiti, which was severely damaged in the recent earthquake and is in desperate need of funds.

Our committee has been planning for more than a year.  Jeff Fowler and several music directors have helped develop the program, and we have selected Dr. Pearl Shangkuan from Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, to conduct the choir on November 13.  We are most grateful to Jeff for again agreeing to direct the choir in all rehearsals as we prepare for the big day.  AND, adding even more excitement, we have commissioned well known and respected composer John Ferguson to write an anthem for us and he will accompany the choir on pieces he has written.

How can you help?  We hope you’ll want to be involved.  Mark the date on your church calendar and save the date!  Spread the word.  Put up the enclosed poster and use other materials provided in this packet to encourage singers from your church choir to register right away.  We welcome one or more people to sing.  People who are not singers can also get involved with other aspects of the event.  Our goal is to get as many people from as many churches as possible involved.
We are confident we can improve our fundraising efforts and are looking for people who have skills in this area.  If you have people in your congregation who like to be creative and would be good at this, please contact me with their names and information.

The first One Joyful Choir was an amazing experience for me personally, for although it was a huge challenge, the wonderful response of people throughout the presbytery was unbelievable.  Whenever there was a problem, there was a solution.  We saw that as we opened the doors God put before us, we were given an amazing experience.  We learned quickly that we were simply instruments for God’s plan and we were honored to be working on such a joy-filled project.

I pray you will be open to God’s direction also, and we welcome you and your congregation’s participation.

Feel free to contact me with any questions, ideas, or suggestions.  We’re off and running … and we would like you to be in our One Joyful Choir!
Sincerely,

Linda Deeter

215.348.3890

One Joyful Choir Concert Committee: Jeffrey B. Fowler, Minister of Music, Wayne Presbyterian (Chair); Nora Berlinger, Director of Music, Grace Presbyterian, Jenkintown; Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music and Fine Arts, Bryn Mawr Presbyterian; Chris Cherwien, Director of Music, Thompson Memorial Presbyterian; Dave Corson, Audio Technician; Linda Deeter, Doylestown Presbyterian (Producer); Dennis Elwell, Director of Music and Organist, Overbrook Presbyterian; Tim Evers, Associate Minister of Music, Wayne Presbyterian; Ethel Geist, Organist, Abington Presbyterian; Louise Gerdelmann, Minister of Music, Gwynedd Square Presbyterian; Loretta Hartnett, Director of Music, Riverview Presbyterian; Bill Reinhold, Associate Executive for Mission Partnerships and Urban Ministry, The Presbytery of Philadelphia; David P. Sathra, Director of Music, Warminster Presbyterian; Jim Sredenschek, Director of Music, Aston Presbyterian

