[image: image1.jpg]





March 19, 2010
Dear Musicians and Clergy,
Two years ago the music directors of the churches of The Presbytery of Philadelphia staged a massed choir project, One Joyful Choir.
Five hundred and thirty singers signed on for the project, and 450 actually sang in Verizon Hall on Saturday, November 17, 2007, under the direction of Anton Armstrong − the largest choir to ever sing in the Kimmel Center.  Forty thousand dollars were raised benefiting presbytery charities.  One Joyful Choir 2010 has been in the planning stages since spring 2009 and Verizon Hall has again been engaged: Saturday, November 13, 2010.
Dr. Pearl Shangkuan (Calvin College, Grand Rapids) is the featured conductor of One Joyful Choir 2010.   Andrew Senn (First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia) will accompany the choir as he did in 2007 playing Verizon Hall’s Dobson Organ, the largest concert hall organ in the world.  The choral repertoire for the concert has been chosen by Dr. Shangkuan around the theme “How Can I Keep from Singing” and the list of music is included in this packet.  The audience will also join to sing with the choir at several points in the program.
Composer John Ferguson has been commissioned to write an anthem for us based on the hymn, “O That I Had a Thousand Voices,” #475 in The Presbyterian Hymnal.  Dr. Ferguson will be with us for the concert as well accompanying his own music.  The commissioned work will be available and distributed to singers in July.  Several other aspects of the program are still being realized.

This is a Presbytery of Philadelphia project and as such participation is limited to singers over age 16 who are currently active members of the choirs of the churches in the presbytery.  The committee will manage the size and balance of the choir based on available space.  Singers sign up on a first come, first enrolled basis by section using the enclosed form.  (We will not accept registrations by e-mail.)  A waiting list will be maintained if necessary.  The deadline for singers to register for the choir is May 24.  Please photocopy the enclosed registration form, distribute it to your singers, and return forms to us as soon as possible.  E-mail addresses are especially important.
In 2007, 61 churches participated in One Joyful Choir.  Our hope is for even broader participation in 2010.  Put the event on your church’s calendar now.  Include the repertoire in your future planning.  Your assistance signing up singers is vital and appreciated.  Teach the music to your singers before we come together as a group.  We will work with University Music in Hershey for the purchase of music as we did in 2007 (www.universitymusic.com; 800-858-3000; fax: 717-534-1490).  They have the music in stock and available at a 20 percent discount on orders of over 10 copies.  Photocopies are not permissible.  Contact me directly if finances are keeping you from participating.  We can help!  Each singer will need a plain black folder.  The choir will wear robes.  If your singers do not have access to robes, we can help you with that, too.
Summer rehearsals will take place at Grace Presbyterian Church in Jenkintown.  Fall rehearsals will be at Wayne Presbyterian Church.
The title One Joyful Choir comes from the realization that all who lift their voices in praise to God are in the choir, whether they admit to it or not.  As a presbytery, we are blessed by the many dedicated choir members who routinely join voices to sing God’s praise.  Those who choose to sit as an audience that day will be transformed into a congregation as they, too, stand to sing and to praise as One Joyful Choir.
Soli Deo Gloria!
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One Joyful Choir Concert Committee: Jeffrey B. Fowler, Minister of Music, Wayne Presbyterian (Chair); Nora Berlinger, Director of Music, Grace Presbyterian, Jenkintown; Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music and Fine Arts, Bryn Mawr Presbyterian; Chris Cherwien, Director of Music, Thompson Memorial Presbyterian; Dave Corson, Audio Technician; Linda Deeter, Doylestown Presbyterian (Producer); Dennis Elwell, Director of Music and Organist, Overbrook Presbyterian; Tim Evers, Associate Minister of Music, Wayne Presbyterian; Ethel Geist, Organist, Abington Presbyterian; Louise Gerdelmann, Minister of Music, Gwynedd Square Presbyterian; Loretta Hartnett, Director of Music, Riverview Presbyterian; Bill Reinhold, Associate Executive for Mission Partnerships and Urban Ministry, The Presbytery of Philadelphia; David P. Sathra, Director of Music, Warminster Presbyterian; Jim Sredenschek, Director of Music, Aston Presbyterian

